Mirveral 
Resources  of 
LemKi 
County, 
Idaho 


Together  with 
A Prospectus  of 
Salmon  City 


Mineral 
Resources  o f 
Lemhi 
County* 

Ida^ho 


Together  with 
A Prospectus  of 
Salmon  City 


W T.  RIDGLEY  PRINTING  CO 
GREAT  FALLS,  MONT. 


Lemhi  County, 
Idacho. 


IS  county  has  a record  of  metal  production 
'equaled  by  few  similar  areas  of  the  world. 
The  rich  placers  which  caused  the  stampede 
of  1866  fill  only  the  first  chapter  in  a long 
story  of  continued  mining  operations.  The 
estimated  total  yield  of  the  gold  placers  of 
this  county  for  the  past  35  years  is  more 
than  $42,000,000.  The  mines  of  quartz  gold 
have  to  their  credit  a total  production  ap- 
proximating $16,000,000.  The  aggregate 
outpujt  £>!  (precious  metals  in  Lemhi  county  may  safely  be 
given  lat  $00,000,000.  The  yield  of  gold  for  1900  is  official- 
ly given  at  $361,125.57:  and  on  account  of  newly  awakened 
enterprises,  this  figure  for  1901  will  be  more  than  doubled. 

Our  lead  mines  have  produced  enormously  and  the 
promise  today  is  resplendent  that  the  county's  copper  pro- 
duction will  within  the  next  few  years  surpass  the  aggre- 
gate value  of  all  other  minerals. 


Natural  Resources. 


Within  the  county  are  mines  of  gold,  silver,  lead,  copper, 
iron  and  coal.  Accessory  to  these  are  found  nickel,  co- 
balt, bismuth,  platinum  and  tellurium.  Extensive  placers 
of  brick  clay,  fire  clay  and  the  choicest  building  stone  are 
found  near  Salmon  City.  The  waters  of  the  Salmon  and 
Lemhi  rivers  and  of  Big  Creek  afford  enormous  water 
power  for  the  generation  of  electricity  or  for  the  driving  of 
any  kind  of  machinery. 


This  little  book  is  intended  to  present  to  those  interested 
a simple  description  of  mines  and  mining  conditions,  in  the 
hope  that  some  may  be  induced  to  investigate  the  state- 
ments presented.  The  various  districts  of  the  county  are 
successively  described. 

Blackbird  Minirvg  District. 

The  claim  of  this  district  to  the  richest  and  most  exten- 
sive surface  showing  to  be  found  anywhere  is  supported  by 
inspection.  Every  man  who  has  yet  seen  the  mammoth 
outcroppings  here  presented  is  filled  with  wonder  at  the 
sights  revealed.  From  Musgrove  to  (dear  creek  and  from 
Copper  creek  to  the  Hot  Springs,  a region  20  miles  in 
length  and  from  four  to  10  miles  broad,  almost  every  foot 
of  ground  is  located,  and  the  outcropping  mineral  zones 
are  in  many  instances  visible  for  miles.  Blackbird  creek  and 
Big  and  Little  Dear  creeks  are  especially  active  localities, 
each  creek  being  claimed  and  prospected  to  its  very  source. 
Copper  and  gold  are  the  principal  metals,  with  sulphides  of 
iron,  nickel,  cobalt  and  bismuth  as  accessories. 

Blackbird  Copper=GoId  Mining  Company. 

This  Company  has  secured  title  to  about  40  claims  on 
Blackbird  creek,  which  they  are  now  engaged  in  develop- 
ing. The  Brown  Bear  lode  has  a 300-foot  shaft  and  over 
1,800  feet  of  tunnels,  levels  and  crosscuts,  showing  a min- 
eral zone  100  feet  wide,  which  carries  pay  values  in  copper 
and  gold,  it  is  estimated  by  the  owners  that  this  claim 
alone  has  upwards  of  $6,000,000  worth  of  ore  blocked  out. 
The  ore  is  variegated  copper  pyrites,  distributed  through 
a steep-pitching  schisty  gangue.  The  ore  zone  strikes  north 
and  south.  The  Katherine  has  a shaft  187  feet  deep  on  a 
true  fissure,  parallel  to  that  of  the  Brown  Bear.  It  is  20 
feet  wide;  and  gives  10  per  cent  copper  and  $6  in  gold. 
The  St.  Joe  has  also  a snaft  of  about  the  same  depth  as 


the  Katherine,  upon  a vein  -whose  richness  is  ahead  of  any- 
thing yet  produced  in  the  district.  About  40  men  are  now 
on  the  Company's  pay  roll,  and  some  very  substantial  de- 
velopment is  being  done.  Geo.  S.  Fitzwater  is  local  rep- 
resentative of  the  Company  and  their  camp  is  about  35 
miles  west  of  Salmon  City. 

The  Rose  Group. 

Belongs  to  Wiley  Rose  and  associates,  and  consists  of 
about  42  claims.  Upon  this  ground  may  be  seen  some  of 
the  richest  surface  showing  for  copper  ore  ever  presented 
co  the  human  eye.  A number  of  large  veins  cross  the 
country,  which  are  traceable  for  long  distances.  Copper 
oxides  and  carbonates,  and  native  metal  are  found  in  the 
outcrop.  The  ground  is  developed  by  tunnels,  shafts  and 
open  cuts,  and  upon  some  of  the  diggings  the  assays  run 
as  high  as  45  per  cent  copper  and  $16  in  gold. 

Tinker’s  Pride  and  Daisy  Groups. 

These  mines,  on  Big  Deer  creek,  have  about  the  same 
strike  as  the  Brown  Bear.  They  were  recently  bonded  to 
Doak  Brothers  of  St.  Louis  for  $50,000,  and  considerable 
work  will  be  done  there  this  summer.  The  mineral  zone 
is  from  200  to  300  feet  wide,  having  for  its  west  contact  a 
great  dyke  of  light  colored  rhyolite  which  practically  in- 
sures its  permanency. 

The  Homestake. 

This  cluster  of  claims,  property  of  Bascom  & Iveppler, 
lies  a short  distance  west  of  the  Tinker's  Pride.  It  shows  a 
strong  outcrop,  and  a 100  foot  zone  of  cupriferous  schist. 
They  have  a 100  foot  adit,  and  are  crosscutting  the  zone. 

Tom  Jefferson  Mines. 

These  are  situated  on  Little  Deer.  They  have  a 200-foot 
tunnel  upon  a well  defined  ledge  28  feet  in  width,  affording 
a face  depth  of  1 50  feet.  The  ore  is  rich  in  both  copper  and 


gold,  showing  a value  in  the  latter  metal  from  $5  to  $32. 
Chas.  Schultz  is  the  owner. 

Copper  Queen  Group. 

This  is  by  location  and  phenomenal  richness  one  of  the 
best  favored  properties  in  the  district.  It  has  about  500 
feet  of  tunnels  showing  an  average  value  for  the  vein  of  7 
per  cent  copper  and  considerable  gold.  Tunnels  from  this 
ground,  run  one  mile,  would  tap  the  Blackbird  Company’s 
ground  at  a depth  of  1,500  feet.  On  this  account  it  is 
called  the  “Key  to  the  Blackbird.”  Its  owners  are  Messrs. 
Ford,  Wright,  Brown,  Black  and  Fox.  There  are  eight 
claims  in  the  group. 

Other  Hines. 

Matt  Stewart,  A.  F.  Elder,  F.  W.  DeGroot,  M.  Christen- 
son, H.  Weidner  and  many  others  hold  prospects  in  the 
vicinity,  whose  future  is  assured.  Too  much  can  not  be 
said  for  the  future  of  the  Blackbird  district. 

MeeckineLW  District. 

Copper  King  Group. 

This  property,  belonging  to  Gilbreath  Brothers,  is  de  - 
stined  to  figure  prominently  in  the  development  of  Lemhi 
county.  It  is  situated  on  Beaver  creek,  and  contains  a 
large  vein  of  fine  copper  ore,  producing  large  blocks  of 
specimens  carrying  as  high  as  60  per  cent  copper.  The 
formation  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Blackbird  district.  The 
veins  are  true  fissures,  traceable  for  3,000  feet  on  the  sur- 
face, and  measure  from  9 to  17  feet  in  width. 

Leesburg  District. 

d his  district  is  especially  interesting  on  account  of  the 
history  of  placer  mining,  the  gulches  here  having,  since 
1866,  produced  upwards  of  $35,000,000  in  placer  gold. 


Considerable  washing  is  still  in  progress  in  the  Leesburg 
basin. 

Gold  Flint  Group. 

These  interesting  mines  have  1,200  feet  of  drifts  and 
crosscuts  on  a 25-foot  auriferous  vein,  which  in  places 
widens  to  as  much  as  40  feet.  It  is  a contact  between  gran- 
ite and  syenite.  1 here  is  no  chute  but  one  continuous 
body.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  in  sight  300,000  tons 
of  ore  which  is  worth  $12  per  ton.  There  are  four  claims 
in  the  group. 

Gold  Dust. 

This  mine  belongs  to  a Salt  Lake  company,  and  is  a 
continuation  of  the  Gold  Flint.  It  is  idle,  simply  held  as 
an  investment. 

Bagley  6:  Swan. 

Of  Baker,  Idaho,  hold  8 claims  joining  the  Gold  Flint. 
They  have  a vein  8 to  25  feet  in  width,  carrying  good  gold 
values. 

Italian  Mine. 

This  mine  has  a ten-stamp  mill.  It  has  already  1,000 
feet  of  development  upon  a four  foot  vein.  The  mill  has 
run  about  five  years,  and  has  cleaned  up  $20  a ton  on  the 
plates. 

The  Hayden. 

This  mine  lias  a big  body  of  average  ore,  on  which  a ten 
ton  Huntington  mill  is  working  at  a profit. 

Butte  6:  Spokane. 

Richardson  Bros,  and  Thomas  Pope  own  this  group  on 
Rapps'  creek.  An  aggregate  of  400  feet  of  underground 
work  shows  up  a 12-foot  vein  which  pays  $5  on  the  plates. 
It  is  a contact  between  slate  and  granite.  They  have  a 
millsite  and  ample  water  power. 


SKoxip  District. 


Kentuck  and  Grunter. 

At  Shoup,  we  have  the  Kentuck  and  Grunter  mines, 
which  have  produced  $500,000  worth  of  gold.  These  prop- 
erties are  extensively  developed,  with  enormous  reserves  of 
pyritic  ore  in  sight,  aggregating  several  millions  of  dollars 
in  value.  The  Kentuck  is  equipped  with  a good  ten  stamp 
mill  run  by  water.  Out  of  what  is  known  as  the  Golden 
Chamber  in  this  mine  several  tons  of  ore  were  shipped  that 
produced  $10,000  per  ton  in  gold. 

The  Grunter  is  also  equipped  with  a ten  stamp  mill,  run 
by  water  power.  This  mine  is  truly  a wonder.  On  this 
property  there  is  one  ore  chute  600  feet  in  length  and  125 
feet  wide  with  a vertical  depth  of  300  feet,  from  which  over 
200  samples  were  taken  for  assay,  so  as  to  get  a fair  average 
for  the  125  feet.  The  lowest  sample  gave  $14  in  g'old,  and 
the  average  for  the  whole  200  was  $32,50.  A millrun  of 
600  tons  was  made  from  ore  taken  out  on  the  surface  eleven 
feet  wide  next  the  hanging  wall,  and  $19  per  ton  was  saved 
by  amalgamation,  the  tailings  averaging  16  ounces  in  gold 
per  ton.  In  other  words  the  ore  was  worth  $300  per  ton. 
Inis  ore  is  pyritic,  and  is  inclosed  between  walls  of  granite 
and  porphyry. 

Speculation  Lode. 

Geo.  Sandilands  owns  this  mine,  which  joins  the  Grun- 
ter on  the  west.  He  has  two  feet  of  $50  free  milling  rock, 
and  is  working  the  same.  The  ground  is  developed  by. 
tunnels. 


Monolith  Mine. 

The  Monolith  mine  has  about  2,500  feet  of  development, 
and  is  equipped  with  a first  class  tramway  and  latest  pat- 
tern twenty  stamp  mill.  This  property  is  owned  by  a 

New  York  company. 

Clipper=Bullion. 

The  Clipper-Bullion  on  Boulder  creek  has  about  3,000 
feet  of  development,  and  the  vein  averages  two  feet.  For 
several  years  the  average  values  saved  on  plates  were  $43 
per  ton.  This  property  is  equipped  with  a five  stamp  mill 
run  by  water.  It  belongs  to  E.  S.  Suydam  and  others. 

On  Pine  creek  there  is  another  property,  equipped  with 
a ten  stamp  mill,  and  about  300  feet  of  development  on  a 
three  foot  vein,  that  gives  returns  of  $8  on  the  plates. 

Owl  Creek  District. 


Joseph  & Groff  on  Owl  creek  have  a two  and  one-half 
foot  ledge  of  $40  gold  ore,  equipped  with  a tramway  and 
arastra,  all  of  which  is  in  successful  operation.  They  have 
four  claims,  and  their  longest  tunnel  is  in  about  350  feet. 

Irvdiecrv  Creek  District. 

Ulysis  Group. 

This  belongs  to  P.  N.  Nicholas  & Co.  They  have  opened 
the  ground  by  four  tunnels  aggregating  about  1,000  feet. 
The  vein  averages  10  feet  of  clean  sugary  quartz,  which 
saves  $7  on  the  plates.  This  mine  has  a five  stamp  mill 
which  has  run  continuously  for  the  past  three  years.  They 
employ  twenty  men.  The  Ulysses  is  one  of  the  best  divi- 
dend payers  in  the  county. 

The  Kittie  Burton. 

Is  about  one  mile  west  of  the  Ulysses.  It  is  developed 
to  a depth  of  125  feet,  showing  a fourteen  foot  body  of  high 


grade  rock.  A three  ton  mill  is  in  constant  operation,  pay- 
ing about  $.1,000  a month.  The  mine  has  yielded  over 
$12,000  within  the  past  year,  and  is  still  producing.  It 
belongs  to  B.  F.  Ibach. 

The  Lily  Group. 

Of  Marsing  & Pilling  has  over  700  feet  of  tunnel,  giving 
a face  depth  of  500  feet.  The  quartz  is  two  to  six  feet  in 
width  and  averages  $18  a ton.  It  lies  southeast  of  the 
Kittie  Burton. 

Plata  Bonita. 

This  group  has  much  promise,  as  the  vein  is  known  to 
be  rich.  A long  crosscut  tunnel  now  being  run  will  tell  an 
interesting  tale.  The  surface  showing  is  fine.  It  belongs  to 
W.  H.  Buchanan. 

The  Silver  Property. 

Of  the  Springfield  Gold  Mining  Company  is  an  excel- 
lent prospect.  Its  local  representatives  are  I.  Bohannon 
and  W.  H.  Goss. 

Se^ge  Creek  District. 


This  district  contains  large  bodies  of  auriferous  quartz 
which  are  just  now  being  prospected  in  earnest.  One  prop- 
erty is  equipped  with  a three  stamp  mill  and  another  of  five 
stamps  is  soon  to  go  in. 

Gibborvsville  District. 


As  a gold  producer  the  camp  of  Gibbonsville  is  the  pride 
of  the  county.  It  is  connected  with  Salmon  City  by  a good 
wagon  road,  over  which  a first  class  stage  line  makes  daily 
trips.  The  resources  of  the  camp  are  only  just  beginning 
to  be  understood,  as  only  the  surface  of  the  enormous  ore 


bodies  has  been  touched.  But  the  yield  has  gone  well  up 
into  the  millions,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  next  gen- 
eration will  not  reach  the  limit  of  production  in  that  district. 
The  Greater  Gibhonsville  is  yet  to  be. 

A.  D.  n.  Mines. 

The  American  Developing  & Mining  Company  owns  a 
large  property,  on  which  miles  and  miles  of  tunneling  have 
been  run.  A thirty  stamp  mill  has  been  busy  almost  con- 
tinually for  the  past  six  years.  Chlorination  and  cyanide 
attachments  are  erected,  but  the  former  is  not  now  in  op- 
eration. They  have  air  compressors,  power  drills  and  all 
modern  facilities  of  both  mining  and  milling.  It  is  one  of 
the  best  equipped  mines  in  the  state.  At  present  the  com- 
pany employs  fifty  men.  The  ore  body  is  two  to  four  feet 
wide  and  carries  $75  to  $275  in  gold  per  ton. 

B.  O.  K.  Group. 

This  property  belongs  to  Kirk  & Ostrander.  It  has 
3,000  feet  of  tunnels  on  a 15-foot  vein,  averaging  $10  a ton. 

Copper  King. 

At  N ighswander's  ranch,  just  below  Gibbonsville,  the 
Copper  King  group  has  a 40  foot  incline  that  shows  a 
three  and  one-half  foot  vein  of  ore  giving  good  values  in 
copper,  gold  and  silver. 

Other  mines  in  the  Gibbonsville  district  are  worthy  of 
mention,  and  will  later  be  heard  from. 

Eldorado  District. 


This  district  comprises  a portion  of  the  western  slope 
of  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  lies  about  15  miles  east  of 
Salmon  City. 

Ora  Chache  Group. 

This  is  situated  at  the  head  of  Carman  creek,  and  com- 
prises 18  claims.  It  has  a ten  stamp  mill,  and  is  producing 


wealth  at  the  present  time.  The  ore  is  free  milling,  run- 
ning $4  to  $6.  It  has  been  a steady  producer  for  the  past 
three  years,  and  has  large  bodies  of  ore  reserves. 

Combination. 

Upon  this  mine  a good  deal  of  work  has  been  done.  It 
shows  a good  strong  vein  of  sulphide  copper  with  good 
gold  values.  There  are  at  present  specimens  of  this  ore  on 
exhibition  in  Salmon  City,  weighing  25  pounds,  literally 
covered  with  gold.  The  mine  belongs  to  Robert  Bell. 

Richardson  Group. 

At  the  head  of  Kirtley  creek  is  a two  foot  vein  which 
averages  $22  in  gold,  10  per  cent  copper  and  6 ounces  in 
silver.  Another  vein  15  feet  wide  shows  $30  in  gold  and 
5 per  cent  copper.  They  are  owned  by  W.  H.  Richardson. 

Ranger  & Eldorado. 

These  are  at  the  head  of  Geertson  creek,  and  belong  to 
Ex-Senator  Shoup.  They  have  800  feet  of  development, 
a tramway  and  a ten  stamp  mill.  The  ore  body  measures 
two  feet  and  pays  $27  to  the  ton. 

Lone  Star  Group. 

This  mine  belongs  to  the  Bell  Mining  Company,  of  which 
John  H.  Padgham  is  resident  agent.  It  has  a five  stamp 
mill  run  by  water  power.  The  vein  is  two  feet  wide  bear- 
ing copper  and  gold.  The  mine  lies  at  the  head  of  Sandy 
creek. 

The  Porphyry  Group. 

Between  Carman  and  Kirtley  creeks  outcrops  an  enoi*' 
mous  porphyry  dyke  which  is  now  attracting  considerable 
attention.  It  is  about  10  miles  northeast  of  Salmon  City 
Recently  about  27  claims  have  been  located  upon  it,  by 
Schaupp,  Hagel,  Smith  and  others.  Assays  of  the  rock  are 
said  to  give  startling  values. 


Tri=Metallic. 

This  property  lies  at  the  head  of  Geertson  creek.  It  is 
developed  for  50  feet  below  the  surface,  showing  a vein  6 
to  17  feet  wide.  It  runs  high  in  gold,  silver  and  copper. 
Considerable  work  is  being  done  there  this  summer,  and 
the  prospect  of  pay  is  excellent.  S.  E.  Bowler  is  man- 
ager of  the  works. 

Platt  Creek  District. 


Gold  Stone. 

This  mine  is  being  developed  by  Montana  capital,  with 
Jack  Turnblade  as  superintendent.  It  nas  a 230  foot  shaft 
on  a persistent  two  toot  vein  of  silicious  spar,  carrying  $45 
in  gold  and  some  silver.  They  are  now  running  a long 
hard  rock  tunnel  to  tap  the  vein  at  great  depth.  The  mine 
is  equipped  with  a good  ten  stamp  mill. 

Other  mines  and  prospects  on  Pratt  creek  are  drawing 
the  attention  of  capital,  and  will  grow  into  producers.  I. 
S.  Johnson,  H.  T.  Albertson,  Soule  Bros.,  and  others  are 
interested. 


Junction  District. 


Along  the  continental  divide  toward  Junction  we  have 
many  promising  prospects  in  gold,  silver,  lead  and  copper 
that  with  proper  development  and  better  facilities  of  trans- 
portation will  make  good  producing  mines. 

Nicholia  District. 


Further  south  at  the  upper  end  of  Lemhi  \ 'alley  is  the 
old  Viola  mine  which  has  been  truly  a wonder.  For  sev- 
eral years  this  mine  produced  one-fourteenth  of  the  lead  in 


the  United  States.  There  is  on  the  property  a large  smel- 
ter and  three  miles  of  tramway. 

Spring  Mountain  District. 


The  old  Pease  mine  has  about  2,000  feet  of  development 
and  a 30  ton  smelter  for  lead  and  silver  ores.  They  are 
getting  out  small  lots  of  high  grade  ore,  but  owing  to  the 
price  of  silver  this  mine  is  not  working  to  its  full  capacity. 

Near  this  mine  David  Bruce  has  discovered  a large  cop- 
per deposit,  consisting  of  green  carbonates  fully  sixty  feet 
between  walls,  which  will  run  5 to  10  per  cent  copper  with 
small  amounts  of  silver  and  gold. 

In  this  district  has  been  discovered  an  enormous  iron 
deposit  that  outcrops  for  miles.  It  is  usually  of  the  mag- 
netite, specular  and  red  hematite  varieties  and  is  found  in 
granite  formation,  cropping  up  in  great  reefs,  buttes  and 
cones  of  nearly  pure  ore  from  100  to  600  feet  wide.  It  is 
said  to  be  of  very  fine  quality  for  making  iron  and  steel, 
and  the  supply  is  practically  inexhaustible. 

Texecs  District. 


This  district  contains  wet  led-silver  ores.  It  is  an  ideal 
formation  for  such  ores,  consisting  of  lime,  porphyry, 
quartzite  and  shale,  and  great  beds  of  carbonate  of  iron. 
There  are  many  fine  galena  prospects,  some  of  which  with 
transportation  will  be  great  producers. 

Salmon  City  District. 


Not  far  from  Salmon  City,  in  a southeasterly  direction, 
several  mines  are  being  opened  in  copper  and  gold.  For- 
dyce  & 1 ^lmer,  M.  A.  Chandler  and  others  hold  valuable 
interests  in  the  new  district,  and  are  showing  up  good 
values. 


Gravel  R^ecnge  District. 


Singiser  Mines. 

At  Singiser,  near  the  southwest  corner  of  the  county,  the 
True  Blue  group  carries  a large  fissure  vein  of  silver-gold 
ore  10  to  20  feet  wide,  carrying  values  over  $12  per  ton  and 
paystreaks  of  cleaner  mineral  that  run  up  into  the  hun- 
dreds. This  property  is  equipped  with  hoist,  pumps  and 
machine  drills.  A fifty  ton  mill  is  erected  on  the  property. 
T he  mine  will  be  opened  up  this  summer,  and  the  mill  set 
to  work. 


Yellow  Jacket  District. 


The  Yellow  Jacket  Hines. 

Are  equipped  with  two  tramways  and  a 60  stamp  mill, 
sawmill  and  electric  light  plant,  all  in  good  shape  and  run 
by  water.  The  ore  is  about  60  per  cent  free  milling  and 
cleans  up  $2.25  to  $2.50  on  the  plates.  Capacity  of  mill, 
200  tons  in  24  hours.  This  is  an  immense  deposit  of  spongy 
and  decomposed  porphyry,  seamed  up  with  stringers  of 
quartz. 

The  Columbia  mine  has  a cyanide  and  ten  stamp  mill. 
It  is  opened  up  with  numerous  tunnels  and  the  ore  aver- 
ages $7  to  $8  a ton. 

The  Dan  Steen  group  has  over  2,000  feet  of  development 
and  shows  a handsome  ledge  of  copper  sulphides  10  feet 
thick,  that  will  run  $50  per  ton  in  gold  and  copper. 

There  are  also  many  small  properties  in  the  district  with 
arastras  that  turn  out  quite  a sum  of  money  in  the  course 
of  a year. 


Wilson  Creek  District. 


A great  many  fine  prospects  have  been  discovered,  but 
the  veins  are  small,  averaging  from  one  foot  to  18  inches. 
The  ore  is  very  rich  and  as  far  as  developed  perfectly  free. 
This  camp  has  been  but  lately  discovered  and  but  little 
development  has  been  done.  Throughout  the  district, 
wood  is  plentiful  and  water  unlimited  for  power  purposes. 
All  that  are  needed  to  bring  this  district  to  the  front  are 
good  energetic  prospectors  and  wagon  roads. 

Jesse  Creek  District. 


West  of  Salmon  City,  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Salmon 
River  range,  some  excellent  prospects  in  free  gold  have 
lateely  been  discovered,  notably  by  Terrell  & Kearney. 
But  the  most  prominent  mines  of  the  district  are  those 
known  as  the 

Sunnyside  Group. 

Belonging  to  Capt.  N.  L.  Turner.  This  group  has  1,100 
feet  of  tunnels  and  drifts  showing  a pay  streak  four  to 
seven  feet  in  width  which  runs  $8  to  $12  a ton.  The  mine 
is  equipped  with  a three  stamp  mill.  Timber  and  water 
for  mining  purposes  are  abundant.  The  ore  is  free  milling 
and  easily  worked. 


Evirekac  District. 


This  district  comprises  all  the  east  slope  of  the  Salmon 
River  range,  northwest  of  Salmon  City,  and  is  about  18 
miles  in  length.  The  country  is  essentially  granite,  tra- 


versed  by  numerous  fissures  having  a northeast  strike. 
Many  mines  have  been  opened  up  within  its  bounds,  and 
much  gold  has  been  produced. 

Queen  of  the  Hills. 

This  group  consisting  of  14  claims  is  situated  about 
seven  miles  northwest  of  Salmon  City,  and  is  running  a 
ten  stamp  mill  night  and  day  throughout  the  year.  It  is 
developed  by  a shaft  250  feet  deep,  from  which  levels  and 
drifts  run  an  aggregate  of  1,400  feet.  The  ore  is  a free 
white  quartz,  stained  with  iron  carbonates,  and  carries 
values  of  $8  per  ton.  M.  Rosenkrands  is  general  manager 
of  the  company.  A force  of  35  men  is  employed. 

Burlington  and  U.  P. 

These  mines,  recently  patented,  situated  a short  distance 
south  of  the  Queen  of  the  Hills,  belong  to  Rossier  & 
Soule  Bros.  They  are  as  rich  and  promising  as  any  in 
the  county.  The  work  is  mainly  by  adit  drifts,  of  which 
they  have  five,  measuring  a total  of  i,ooo  feet  in  length. 
The  ore  body  is  quartz  and  iron  carbonate,  carrying  $6  to 
$8  in  value.  Steps  are  already  being  taken  to  erect  a mill 
upon  the  property,  after  which  it  will  enter  the  list  of 
steady  producers. 

The  Agnes. 

Belongs  to  George  Steel.  It  has  a 130  foot  adit  upon 
a five  foot  vein  of  free  milling  ore  assaying  $7  to  $10  per 
ton. 

The  Starlight  Group. 

Of  four  claims  has  shafts  and  tunnels  upon  a strong 
ledge  of  free  milling  ore,  carrying  good  values  in  gold. 
It  is  located  on  about  the  same  strike  as  the  Queen  of  the 
Hills. 


The  Gem  Group. 

Belonging  to  George  Smith,  has  an  84  foot  incline  shaft 
and  240  feet  of  tunnel.  They  show  high  grade  ore. 

The  Bachelor  Group. 

These  mines  on  Wallace  creek,  belonging  to  Brandt  & 
McKinnie,  give  much  promise.  The  owners  are  now  de- 
veloping the  main  vein  and  the  outlook  for  gold  produc- 
tion could  not  be  better. 

Midland  Belle. 

This  group  of  mines  lies  eight  miles  north  of  Salmon 
City.  It  has  a shaft  100  feet  deep,  from  which  drifts  have 
run  on  $20  gold  ore.  An  adit  400  feet  in  length  shows  a 
350  foot  chute  of  pay  ore,  and  gives  a face  depth  of  200 
feet  ; the  pay  chute  is  12  feet  wide.  L.  F.  Harrod  superin- 
tends the  mine,  and  a five  stamp  mill  is  on  the  ground. 

Silona  Group. 

James  Cummings  owns  this  ground  by  government 
patent.  Several  veins  are  shown  from  2 to  12  feet  in 
width.  There  are  said  to  be  200  tons  of  ore  on  the  dump, 
whose  average  value  is  $8,  perfectly  free. 

Gold  King. 

This  is  a group  of  three  claims  belonging  to  Fred 
Brough  and  Matt  Stewart.  Development  is  by  tunnels, 
which  show  up  fine  honeycomb  quartz,  rich  in  gold. 

Red  Bird  Mines. 

d hese  belong  to  the  Franklin  Syndicate,  and  are  de- 
veloped by  tunnels.  The  work  of  development  is  now  in 
prog  ress  with  showings  which  far  exceed  the  owners’  ex- 
pectations. There  are  over  1,800  feet  of  tunnels  on  the 
property,  showing  up  a nice  free  ore  body,  12  feet  wide. 
A twenty  stamp  mill  is  promised  to  go  up  this  season. 


Placer  Mining. 


The  deposits  of  placer  gold  in  Lemhi  County  have  been 
famous  for  the  past  thirty-five  years.  They  have  been 
worked  constantly  ever  since,  and  have  produced  an  es- 
timated total  of  $42,000,000.  Vast  areas  of  the  deposit  are 
still  unwashed,  which  from  year  to  year  are  yielding  up 
the  hidden  treasure. 

Leesbvxrg  District. 

Across  the  Salmon  River  range,  fifteen  miles  from 
Salmon  City,  we  have  the  historical  camp  of  Leesburg, 
famous  during  the  sixties  and  seventies  as  one  of  the  rich- 
est placer  camps  in  the  world.  I his  camp  once  had  a pop- 
ulation variously  estimated  at  from  6,000  to  8,o0o  men, 
and  produced  $35,000,000  in  gold. 

There  remain  many  acres  of  good  ground  still  to  be 
washed.  There  are  about  100  men  working  upon  these 
old  claims  every  summer.  The  Andrew  Hauri  claim  has 
been  worked  continuously  since  1868.  Ibis  ground  has 
averaged  about  $5,000  per  acre. 

The  Richardson  claim  has  about  150  acres  yet  un- 
washed, and  has  been  worked  continuously  since  1868.  It 
has  paid  from  $6,000  to  $10,000  per  acre. 

The  Payne  claim  has  about  120  acres  unwashed,  and 
has  been  worked  continuously  since  1868,  paying  about 
$3,000  per  acre. 

The  Hockensmith  claim  has  about  200  acres,  and  has 
been' worked  continuously  since  1868,  paying  about  $5,000 
per  acre. 

All  these  claims  are  worked  by  piping  and  water  is 
plentiful.  The  larger  claims  would  undoubtedly  make 
good  dredging  propositions. 


California  Bar. 


Just  below  these  claims  the  ground  is  all  owned  by  the 
Leesburg  Gold  Mining  Company,  who  claim  the  creek  for 
several  miles.  They  have  expended  about  $300,000  and 
work  40  men.  The  property  is  well  equipped  with  saw- 
mills and  a fine  electric  light  plant.  There  is  about  a mile 
of  six  foot  flume  and  they  work  giants  day  and  night  dur- 
ing the  season. 

Moose  Creek  Dredge. 

Across  a low  ridge  from  Leesburg  are  the  old  McNutt 
diggings  on  Moose  Creek.  The  water  here  was  very 
scarce,  and  the  season  in  a good  year  lasted  only  six 
weeks.  But  under  these  circumstances  about  $1,000,000 
were  taken  out  from  80  acres.  Two  years  ago  this  prop- 
erty was  sold  to  the  Pacific  Dredging  Company.  It  is 
fully  equipped  with  one  of  the  largest  dredges  made  and 
handles  2,000  cubic  yards  of  gravel  per  day  and  undoubt- 
edly pays  a handsome  profit,  as  the  ground  is  rich.  The 
gold  is  coarse  and  easily  saved.  The  company  has  2,400 
acres  with  an  average  depth  of  18  feet  to  bedrock.  The 
plant  is  fully  equipped  with  saw  mill  and  electric  lights. 

Gifobonsville  District. 


The  placer  mines  of  this  district  deserve  special  inves- 
tigation. Anderson  creek,  Dahlonega,  Three  Mile,  Hughes 
and  Sheep  creeks  have  miles  of  ground  averaging  from  20 
to  75  cents  to  the  yard  that  will  soon  be  mined  either  with 
dredge  or  hydraulic  machinery.  Perhaps  no  section  of 
the  west  has  so  many  gold  bearing  gulches  unworked  at 
the  present  time,  all  of  them  requiring  the  introduction  of 
modern  machinery  for  successful  operation. 


Kirtley  Creek. 

The  Kirtley  Creek  Company  has  5,000  acres  of  patented 
ground.  They  have  expended  about  $250,000  in  improve- 
ments, one  eight-mile  ditch  and  flume  alone  costing  $80,000. 
The  property  is  equipped  with  saw  mill,  electric  light 
plant, , etc. 

Bohannon  Bar. 

The  Salmon  Gold  Mining  Company  on  Bohannon  Bar 
has  about  2,000  acres,  and  has  expended  about  $200,000 
in  development.  The  mine  is  equipped  with  saw  mills, 
electric  light  plant,  etc.,  and  employs  about  50  men.  They 
run  two  giants  night  and  day. 

Our  Coal  Measures. 

Much  interest  centers  in  the  recent  discovery  of  coal 
near  Salmon  City.  O11  the  Pollard  ranch  two  miles  from 
the  city  has  been  opened  a seven  foot  vein  of  first  class, 
clean  lignite,  the  very  best  fuel  for  domestic  purposes. 
Other  mines  have  been  discovered  in  that  vicinity,  and 
three  of  the  discoveries  are  being  developed.  Sufficient 
exploitation  has  been  done  to  insure  the  introduction  of  the 
new  fuel  into  the  residences  and  business  houses  of  Salmon, 
the  Pollard  mine  alone  being  able  to  supply  50  tons  daily 
for  an  indefinite  period.  The  quality  of  the  product  is  im- 
proving with  depth.  Drs.  Kenney  and  Wright,  Phil  Shenon, 
J.  Phil  Bannigan,  and  others  have  located  valuable  ground 
in  that  vicinity  and  are  engaged  in  development  work. 

Prospectus  of  Salmon  City. 

SALMON  CITY,  the  county  seat  and  principal  town 
of  Lemhi  County,  is  situated  in  a magnificent  basin  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Salmon  and  Lemhi  rivers.  Its  elevation 
above  is  4,050  feet,  and  its  climate  is  very  similar  to  that 
of  Salt  Lake  City.  1 he  lofty  range  of  the  Rockies,  with 
rugged  snow-capped  peaks,  rises  twenty  miles  to  the  east- 


ward  to  a height  of  9,000  feet.  Westward,  nearly  the  same 
distance  is  the  Salmon  River  range,  fully  8,000  feet  high. 
Reposing  in  an  extensive  and  fruitful  valley,  famous  for 
its  agriculture  and  grazing,  its  prosperous  ranches,  and 
rural  industry,  Salmon  City  enjoys  a scenic  location  with 
which  few  cities  of  earth  can  vie. 

Salmon  City  is  seventy  miles  distant  from  Red  Rock, 
Mont.,  the  nearest  railroad  point,  with  which  it  is  joined 
by  an  excellent  stage  line.  The  Oregon  Short  Line  at 
Red  Rock  affords  easy  connection  with  all  parts  of  the 
country.  Salmon  is  near  the  central  part  of  its  county  and 
is  the  distributing  point  for  an  immense  territory.  The 
merchants  here  import  and  handle  almost  all  the  supplies 
of  the  county,  which  include,  along  with  common  com- 
modities, all  . farm  implements,  as  well  as  machinery  and 
supplies  for  the  adjacent  mining  camps  and  districts.  Con- 
sidering that  this  county  is  larger  in  area  than  the  state  of 
Connecticut,  and  that  Salmon  holds  the  key  to  the  com- 
mercial position,  the  future  of  the  city  is  assured. 

Visitors  to  Salmon  City  often  marvel  at  the  evident 
prosperity,  which,  indeed,  to  those  unacquainted  with  the 
richness  of  the  adjacent  country,  is  certainly  provocative 
of  wonder.  Here  are  splendid  systems  of  water  works  and 
electric  lights.  The  water  is  obtained  from  Jesse  creek, 
which  rises,  cool  and  pelucid,  from  granite  springs  in  the 
Salmon  River  range.  The  electric  lighting  plant  receives 
power  from  the  Lemhi  river. 

The  city  has  two  thousand  inhabitants,  abounds  in  com- 
fortable dwellings,  and  extensive  business  blocks,  most  of 
which  are  of  brick  and  stone,  two  and  three  stories  high. 
Several  good  buildings  are  now  in  course  of  erection  and 
there  is  a strong  demand  for  residence  houses  as  well  as 
business  rooms.  Almost  every  class  of  business  is  rep- 
resented. 

It  also  has,  besides  the  items  enumerated,  unlimited  wa- 
ter power,  city  incorporation,  clean  streets,  substantial 


sidewalks,  cheap  fuel,  excellent  church  and  school  facilities, 
one  bank,  one  express  office,  two  newspapers,  three  good 
public  halls,  a free  reading  room,  first  class  hotels,  res- 
turants  and  lodging  houses,  as  well  as  a magnificent  public 
park  which  belongs  to  the  city. 

The  Brough  Hot  Springs,  noted  as  a health  resort,  are 
situated  but  seven  miles  from  the  city,  and  a hack  runs 
daily  to  and  from  the  baths. 

The  climate  is  unsurpassed  in  all  the  qualities  conducive 
to  health.  In  summer  days,  the  thermometer  seldom  rises 
above  ninety,  and  sunstroke  is  unknown.  The  nights  are 
cool  and  restful.  In  winter  the  weather  is  for  the  most 
part  delightful,  and  never  severe,  owing  to  the  almost 
total  absence  of  winds  and  storms. 

Prospects  of  a Railroad. 

There  is  much  activity  in  railroad  building  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  west,  and  at  the  present  time  three  corps  of 
surveyors,  representing  different  lines,  are  working  toward 
Salmon  City.  I he  hopes  of  railroad  communication, 
within  the  next  two  years,  are  exceptionally  bright. 


1 J 


FLedrock,  Salmon 
C&L  Gibbonsville 
Stage  Co. 


Four  and  six  horse  Concord  Coaches  connecting 
daily  with  all  trains  on  the 

Oregon  Short 
VWLirve  Redlw©Ly 

at  ICedrock,  Mont,  for  all  points  in  the 
Upper  and  Lower 

Salmon  River  Camps 

Including^ 

Yellow  Jacket,  Gibbonsville, 

and  the  C pper  Fields  of  Blackbird  District. 


F.  W.  VOGLER,  General  Manager,  Kedrock,  Montana. 

GEO.  H.  MONK,  General  Agent,  Salmon,  Idaho. 
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Mineral  wealth  in  Gold,  Silver,  Copper,  Lead 
and  Coal.  Agricultural  and  Grazing  Lands  in  the 
River  Valleys. 
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